The impression that the process of childbirth carries with it an enhanced risk when it occurs for the first time at either extreme of the reproductive period is held widely both by the laity and the medical profession. 
io per cent., labour occurred at or before the thirty-sixth week, for the most part in consequence of albuminuria or syphilis. There were, in addition, 15 cases in which premature labour was induced for albuminuria or disproportion. The minor disturbances of pregnancy were not encountered more frequently than usual. There were, moreover, fewer cases of severe nausea and vomiting than is generally found in primigravid patients. On the other hand, there were 28 cases of venereal disease (16 per cent.) and 17 cases of severe albuminuric toxaemia, including 3 cases of eclampsia. The frequency of toxaemia, approximately 10 per cent., is considerably above the average incidence in primigravid patients in the antenatal department of the hospital, but should probably be attributed to the inevitable lack of supervision associated with illegitimate pregnancy rather than to the youthfulness of the patient. There were in this toxic group 3 cases of eclampsia, in each of which the patient had concealed her pregnancy and was not seen by a doctor until after convulsions had occurred. Two of these patients died.
Labour?Duration.?The average duration of the first and second stages of labour was fourteen hours, and a fraction over two hours, respectively. In the cases in which delivery was spontaneous the average duration of the second stage was slightly less than in those delivered by forceps. In other words, the length of labour in this series did not differ appreciably from that regarded as normal for a first labour. In a large proportion of cases labour was surprisingly rapid and easy. The infrequency of prolonged labour, in spite of the youth of the patients, is not to be explained by the fact that the infants were unduly small. The average weight of the infants at birth was 6 lbs. 4 ozs. over the whole series, and only a trifle below this figure in patients of 15 years of age or less. One girl of 16 gave birth spontaneously to a child of 9 lbs. 3 ozs., after a labour lasting only eight hours.
Complications The conclusions which these findings suggest in regard to the conduct of pregnancy and labour in the elderly primipara are as follows:
(1) The 
